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Attorney Docket No: MCTA-004/01US 



PATENT 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on May /if,2000. 



Kendrick Nguyen 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Amir ALON, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/497,373 Examiner: 

Filed: February 3, 2000 Art Unit: 2768 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CREATING AND MANAGING GROUPS 

FOR INCREASING BUYING POWER ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL 

1. Transmitted herewith are: 

[X] Information Disclosure Statement 

[X] PTO Form 1449 

[X] Copies of publications listed on the PTO Form 1449 

[ ] English translation of foreign language reference^) 

[ ] No copies of publications listed on the PTO Form 1449 are being provided 
as this application claims continuation status to application Serial No. 

and copies of the listed publications were provided in the 

parent application. 

[ ] Copy of foreign examination report 

[ ] English translation of foreign examination report 
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2. [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the later of: 

[ ] three months from the filing date of this national application; 

[ ] three months from the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international application; or 

[X] the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(b), no fee is required. 



3. Fees 

[X] No fee is required. 

[ ] Check in the amount of $ is attached. 

[ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 03-3 1 1 7 in the amount of $ . 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment or 
credit any overpayment of the patent application processing fees under 
37 CFR 1.17 associated with this communication to Deposit Account No. 
03-3117. 

Cooley Godward LLP Respectfully submitted, 

Attn: Patent Group Cooley Godward llp 

Five Palo Alto Square 



Tel: (650) 843-5000 
Fax: (650) 857-0663 
TLE:kn 



3000 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto, CA 94306-2155 



By: 




517540 vl/PA 
B3C40U.DOC 
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Attorney Docket No: MCTA-004/01US 



PATENT 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 Ion May 1 2, 2000. 



By:_ 



Kendrick Nguyen 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Amir ALON, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/497,373 Examiner: 

Filed: February 3, 2000 Art Unit: 2768 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CREATING AND MANAGING GROUPS 

FOR INCREASING BUYING POWER ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicant hereby submits this Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.98 and pursuant to Applicant's continuing duty under 
37 CFR 1.56 to bring any information which may be material to patentability of 
this application to the Examiner's attention. 

Applicant makes no representation that a search has been conducted by the 
Applicant, or that there is not possibly more relevant art. Applicant also makes no 
representation that the information submitted herewith is in fact material. 

Q No copies enclosed: The publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form 
1449 have been previously cited by or submitted to the PTO as recited in 
the Information Disclosure Statement Transmittal that accompanies this 
paper. In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d), no copies 
of these publications are being provided. 

[X] Copies enclosed: Copies of the publications listed on the enclosed PTO 
Form 1449 are being provided with this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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[ ] The enclosed publications were cited in a foreign examination report in a 
related case. A copy of the search report and the cited references are 
attached hereto. 

[ ] The search report is not in the English language and a translation 
of the search report is enclosed. 

[X] At least one of the enclosed publications is not in the English language. 

[X] English translation^) are enclosed. 

[ ] Enclosed is an explanation of the relevance of non-English 
publications for which an English translation is not available. 

[ ] The explanation is in the form of an English language 
search report. 

The entities which have a duty to disclose relevant information to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office under 37 CFR 1.56 have a belief that third parties 
may possibly have pending applications directed towards the same general subject 
matter as the subject matter of the present application. However, these 
applications are secret in nature, and copies of the applications are not available to 
the applicants or their representatives. Thus, Applicants are not able to provide 
copies of the applications with this Information Disclosure Statement ("EDS") and 
they do not know the actual subject matter of these third party applications. 

Therefore, in accordance with the duty of disclosure, applicants are 
providing publications, listed on the attached Form PTO 1449, which proclaim 
that third parties have patent applications. Descriptions of the possible 
applications which may be related to the present application are set forth below 
with reference to the documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449, where 
applicable. The information provided herein may allow the PTO to identify the 
third party applications, and detennine if they are prior art, and/or relevant to the 
present application including to detennine if they are relevant for interference 
purposes. The possible third party applications are: 

1 . An Application to James Grossman, who is believed to be represented by 
Thomas E. Spath (Reg. No. 25,928), of Abelman, Frayne, & Schwab in New York, New 
York. 

2. An Application assigned to VolumeBuy and/or Innovative Concepts Group, 
Inc., possibly entitled "Public Network-Based Order Pooling System," possibly filed on 
January 19, 1999 and naming as inventors Emanuel Leibzon, Valentina Leibzon, and/or 
Greg Perlman, with the attorneys of record possibly being Knobbe, Martens, Olson, and 
Bear LLP of Newport Beach, California. 

3. An Application to Matthew Pallakoff, entitled "On-Line Marketing System 
and Method," believed to claim priority from provisional applications 60/097,932 and 
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60/097,933, both filed on August 25, 1998 and assigned to Accompany, Inc. 
Accompany, Inc. is believed to have changed its name to Mobshop, Inc. (Applicants have 
enclosed a copy of PCT No. WO 00/1 1570, listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 as Fl, 
to assist the Examiner in determining if such an application exists.) 

4. An Application assigned to Accompany, Inc. for which Accompany, now 
known as MobShop, has received a Notice of Allowance. The application is discussed on 
mobshop's website at http://www.mobshop.com/press_release?release=20, a copy of 
which is attached, and listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 as D66. 

5. Two utility applications filed on July 7, 1999 by iCoop, Inc, based upon 
provisional patent applications filed on January 22, 1999. The applications are discussed 
on iCoop's website at http://www.icoop.com/press_pressreleases2.htm, a copy of which 
is attached, and listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 as D67. 

6. An application assigned to beMANY!, Inc., filing date unknown, possibly 
naming George Jankovic, Mircea Mihaescu, William Robinson, Virginia Bonker, 
Bradley Feld, Michael Hagan, Thomas Gieselmann, Patti Manual Hart, and/or Charles 
Katzas as inventors. See the press release from beMANY! included with this IDS and 
listed on the Form PTO 1449 as D68. 

7. An application assigned to BazaarE.com, Inc., possibly naming Dr. Bala 
Veeramacheneni, Anil Kadiyala, Srikanth Chimata, Vishy Ganti, and Vamsi Naidu as 
inventors, and/or possibly listing Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati as attorneys of 
record. See the press release from BazaarE.com, Inc. included with this IDS and listed 
on the Form PTO 1449 as D69. 

8. An Application to Yossi Gliksman on an "Aggregator Driven" business 

model. 



The subject application is believed patentable over any of the above references. 



Cooley Godward LLP 
Attn: Patent Group 
Five Palo Alto Square 
3000 El Gunino Real 
Palo Alto, CA 94306-2155 
Tel: (650) 843-5000 
Fax: (650) 857-0663 
TLE:kn 

Enclosures: 1. Form PTO 1449 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
Cooley Godward llp 

Thomas L. Ewing / 
Reg. No. 34,328 



2. Copies of references cited on Form PTO- 1449 
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